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When Germany Lost tbc Mar.
No mini knows oxnctly when nntl

where the three nntl twenty allies
will win the war, but nil men know
when and where Gcrmnny lost It. It
wns four years ago this morning, nt
a point near Gemmenlch, n village
southwest of It wns

then and tliere that the first gray
uniform crossed the frontier from
Germany Into Belgium.

An hour before and It wns not too

late for Germany to win the wnr, or
nt least to lose 1: with Honor. An
hour aftcrwnrd, nntl Germany wns
doomed. What "has befnllen her since
flint 4th of August, whnt will be-

fall her In the future, were prede-

termined from the fatal Instant of

that summer morning when the first
Germnn soldier trod where Prussia
had promised he should never go.

There Is not a German killed y

In the flight to the Veslo whose fnte
wns not written nt Geinmenleh.

It was not merely thnt the lnvn-6lo- n

of n lnud gunrnnteed perpetual
neutrality brought Great ltrltnln Into
the fight and turned Into n world wnr

what Germany had hoped ould 1m? n
Bmall, swift nnd easy campaign. It
was the exposure of Germany her-i,e)- f.

Know of her what we mny to-

day, we thought of her otherwise
lour years ago yesterday. She had
thrown about herself a mantle which
hid the sword nnd the thick, studded
boots. Sho worked nt science nnd
played, In n grotesque wny, at nrt.
She snng and thumped the piano.
Sho cleaned her streets nnd wnshed

her children's fnccs. Many persons

In America nnd England believed that
ehe wns efficient nnd thnt her very

verboten signs wero guides to the
ldenl life. Even as the Kniser re-

viewed his armies he babbled of pence ;

peace, to believe him, wns the first
object of his life.

Gemmenlch showed us that what
we thought was n fat, moral lady
playing the piano was really a bes-

tial male Prussian, n coward as well
ns a liar and a pervert. We do not
know of any writer who has con-

densed the proof of Germany's false-

hood nnd cowardice Into bo few words
ns Von Betiimann-IIoixweo- , who, ns
Chnncellor of the empire, spoke as
follows to the Itelchstng four years
ogo this afternoon :

"Gentlemen, wo are now acting In
Necessity knows no law.

Our troops have occupied Luxemburg;
and have possibly already entered on

Belgian soil. The apeaker knew that
the Invasion had begun.

"Gentlemen, that Is a breach of In-

ternational law.
"Th French Government has notified

Brussels that It would respect Belgian
neutrality as long as the adversary re-

spected It But wo know that France
stood ready for an Invasion. Franco
could wait, we could not. A French In-

vasion on our flank and ths lower Rhine
might have been disastrous. Thus wo

wero forced to Ignore the rightful pro-

tests of the Governments of Luxemburg
nnd Belgium. The Injustice 1 speak
openly the Injustice we thereby com-

mit we will try to make good as soon

as our military alms have been attained.
He who la menaced as we are and Is
fighting for his all can only consider
the one and best way to strike."

There stood the great German Em-

pire, Intensively trained in the arts
of war for forty years, pleading cow-

ardice in extenuation of her broken
word. "Franco could wait, we could
not!" A brave man, Hetiiuann-norxwr.o- ,

unless he knew before lie
ppoke that the wholo nation had sunk
to tho immoral level of tho cowards
who Invaded Belgium because they
feared that on a fair Held Franco
would have beaten them 1 It Is curi-

ous that in the whole record of Ger-
mnn statecraft lu the war tho Chan-

cellor's confession of his empire's
degradation stands out almost like a
clean thing.

Tho Chancellor did not deceive the
people except In UU implication thnt
Franco would have struck through
Belgium If Germany hnd not. He
did not deceive himself, either. He
knew the cowardice of Germany, It
Is probablo that he believed, as the
Hunkers believed, Hint England, too,
was a coward. Prince Liciinowhky
had told thorn tho truth nlmut Eng-
land, but they hud not Mleved. In
ih" ynrH of Ktiltur they hnd forgot-U- w

what honor was like. They chose

lo credit the stories that Englnnd
wns torn with dissensions, threatened
with rebellion In Ireland nnd India,
nervous from labor troubles, and not
only physically unprepared for wnr
but mentally nnd morally unfit for
wnr. Even the telegram of Sir

Giir.v, communicated on the day
of Dclglum's invasion to the German
Government by tho Ilrltluli Ambas-

sador at llerlln, did not dispel the
Illusion about Great Britain:

"In view of the fact that Germany
declined to give the s.irne assurance re-

specting Belgium as France gave last
week In reply to our request made
simultaneously at Berlin and Paris, we
must repeat that request and ask that
a satisfactory reply to It and to my
telegram of this morning be received
here by 12 o'clock If not, you
are Instructed to ask for your passports
and to say that his Majesty's Govern-
ment feel bound to take all steps In

their power to uphold the neutrality of
Belgium and the observance of a treaty
to which Germany Is as much a party
as ourselves."

Even thnt memorable document,
we siiy, did not convince Germany
that common honor still lived across
the Channel, Tho Foreign Secre-

tary, Von Jacow, n mere tool of the
Kaiser, took It mechanically ; but Vox
Hethmanx-IIoi.t.wk- o ndded lo the
sum of German cowardice. Ilrnve n

he had lieen in the Itelchstng, lie
whimpered lo Sir Euwam Goscur.N
when he saw thnt "112 o'clock to-

night" on paper. This account of the
conversation is Goschk.n's, but the
Germnn Chnncellor Inter confirmed
the Engllshmnn's version:

"I found the Chancellorvey agitated.
His Excellency at oneo began n ha-

rangue which lasted for about twenty
minutes. He said thnt the step taken
by his Mnjertj's Government was ter-

rible to a degree J Jubt for a word
'neutrality,' a word which In war time
had o often been disregarded Just for
a scrap of paper Great Britain was go
ing to make war on a kindred nation
who desired nothing better than to be
friends with her."

When be added that It was a mat-

ter of "life and death" to Germany to
advance through Belgium, the British
Ambnssador replied thnt It was "a
matter of life and denth for the honor
of Great Britain that she should keep
her solid engagement to do her ut-

most to defend Belgium's neutrality
If attacked." Her utmost ! Aye, she
hns done It !

A lat gasp from the Germnn Chan-

cellor: "But nt what price will that
compact have been kept? Hns the
British Government thought of thnt?"
Sir EnwAiio Gcschkn replied thnt
"fear of consequences could hardly
be regarded ns nn excuse for break-
ing solemn engagements," but these
words were lost. The German Chnn-
cellor had abandoned himself to the
contemplation of the truth; that
morning Germany had been beaten
when ii soldier stepped across n line.
How long the decision might be In
dispute- - BETHMANN-HoLLWE- a could
not know, but he must hn,ve known
that, cheating, Germauy had loaded
the dice nt the wrong side. If she
hnd struck fairly nt France England
would have hnd to stnnd by, neutral.
Tho sens would be open to Germany.
If France had violated Belgium's neu-

trality as Germany professed to be-

lieve she Intended to do England
would have attacked France, keeping
the pledge made In the Treaty of
London. But now, because England
weighed a promise and not the price
of keeping it, there could be no swift
stroke nt lone France, no dash east-
ward to subdue Itussla. To-da-

when Germany sees how ripe Russia
was then for revolution, the remem-
brance of that 4th of August must be
tho bitterest drop In the deep cup of
her regret

The Items at which wo have glanced
were not oil or even the most Im
portant nets of Germnny's dawning
tragedy. It wns not merely that she
revealed herself to tho world, but
that sho revenled herself to herself.
The moving picture of Kultur, of
fake Idealism, of humaneness, which
sho had unreeled before our charita-
ble eyes wns stopped, and stopped
forever. The film, exposed momen
tarily to the flame of truth, exploded
and left on tho screen the hideous
plcturo of Grmany ns fho was. No
more sham for a naked nation. In
went tho unmasked Prussian to out- -

rago and murder, to bind and burn.
.Rape, slavery nnd torture came forth
from the caves of lnldbltlon. When a
Government violated tho word of the
world, why should the Individual
check his passions? All tho world,
at first unbelieving, wntched the pro'
cession of horror, and then, against
Its wishes, against all the ingrained
faith that tho long years had stored
within tho human breast, tho world
saw that It was dealing with nothing
less thhn a monster.

England's day, this? Yes, and a
glorious anniversary for her. She
has Indeed kept her "solid engage
ment to do her utmost." In n. mill
Ion graves nro men of tho British
Empire who did not consider the
price nt which tho compact would be
kept. Their lives for n scrap of pa
per and welcome I When we think
that we nro winning tho wnr nnd
nobody denies that it Is American
men and food and ships and guns
thnt nre winning It now let us look
back to tho 4th of August, 1014, nnd
remember what nation It was that
stood between the benst nnd his prey,
scorning nil his falso offers of kind
ness to Belgium, his promises not to
rob France, nnd his hypocritical cry
of "kindred nation" to the England
ho really hated.

But It is not nlono England's day.
It Is the tiny of tho opening of the
world's eyes .to the criminality of
Pniwda. It is tho anniversary of
Germany's loss of the war. Wo

America, France, England, Italy nnd
tho rest of us will win it, but Ger-
many lost It herself with tho one
stroke at Gemmenlch. She believed
It n mnstcrplece of cunning. It wns
the foul thrust of n coward and the
deliberate mlstnke of n fool.

Eighteen to Forty-nv- e.

Senator Chamiieblain's announce-
ment that the Secretary of Wnr will
recommend that the draft ages bo
mndo from 18 to 45, nnd that bills
embodying the Important change will
bo Introduced in Congress at once,
indicates that at last an Important
and much debated question Is to bo
settled, nnd In a sensible way.

Tho announcement coincides with
tho report of the President's conver-

sion to the belief that youths between
18 and 21 should have military train
ing. Perhaps he has been convinced,
ns ure most military men, and as
Secretary Bakeii Is, that tho young
men Just below voting nge are won-

derful fighting material. The Sun
hns held thnt view for n long time,
and has advocated lowering the age
to take these young men In.

The conscription lnw, ns originally
drawn, called for the services of men
tietwoen It) nnd 'JO. Thnt Is the renl
'over the top" nge, although some

men preserve the spirit much longer.
Congress, after much discussion,
chose the nges of -- 1 nntl 31, hut

did not end with that deci
sion. Never has a subject before
Congress drawn forth such a variety
of opinion. All during June the Sen
ate rang with argument nn a topic
that Interests almost every household.
It seemed us if every Senntor had a
theory of his own.

Making the ages IS and 4. ts sensi-
ble becnuse It creates an elastic plan.
It will add to the nrmy a great num-
ber of young men under 21. Thcso
are for the most part strong, willing
and unmarried. They have not yet
become important parts of the In-

dustrial world: their places In busi-
ness can enslly be filled by middle
aged men or by women. They will
be more easily trained, more quickly
untenable to discipline, than nre the
older men.

Making the superior age i.' will be
of benefit to Industry In certain ways.
There nre mnny unmarried men be-

tween .11 and 4." men without
who can easily be spared

from Ihelr occupations. By taking
these men Into the army America will
put off the day, perhaps forever,
when It will be necessary to draft
men under 11 who have dependents.
And that day would soon be hero If
the reports are true thnt, under the
present draft law, the stream of men
going into the army will begin to
diminish In November. Perhaps this
Is the reason why Congress has de-

cided not to wait until September to
renew the discussion, but to net uow.

The average man over 40 may be
of little use ns n soldier In Uie field,
but he is well ndapted for the less
strenuous tasks In the service of sup-
ply, nnd the service of supply mny
menn France or Arizona.

The recommendations of Secretnry
Baker nre broad enough to assure
America a big army, nnd this coun-
try Is not In the mood to put it limit
on the size of our forces. Wo need
an nrmy of a certain size the size
that Is big enough to whip Germany.

The Loyalty of Our Dependencies.
Manila has voted a monument and

a memorial tablet to Thomas Cur-oio- ,
the first native to die with the

American forces in France. This rec-
ognition of his denth us nn American
soldier is nn evidence of tho depth
of feeling In the Philippines nnd the
Islanders' unswerving faithfulness to
the pledge of support to the Govern-
ment that they made when the United
States entered the struggle.

The Filipinos early announced their
loynlty to the United States. They
were prompted to this not only by a
senso of gratitude to this country but
by an Inherent fear and abhorrence of
Germany. They had seen the Ger-
mans exercise- their boasted superior-
ity in dominating and oppressing the
natives of Oerman colonics of the
East. They knew of German barbari-
ties In South Africa; nnd there wns
not a lender in nil tho archipelago
who had not heard of the Kaiser's or-

ders to his troops sent on tho puni-

tive expedition to China, "Uso your
weapons so that for a thousand years
no Chinese will dnro to look upon n
Germnn askance." They contrasted
this treatment with the consideration
that they had received from the
United States. When tho news wns
rocelved in Manila of America's en-

try into tho wnr 50,000 persons an-

swered tho cnll spontaneously and
marched to tho residence of the Govern-

or-General and cheered tho repre-
sentative of American authority.

Manuix It. Querzon, first President
of tho Philippine Senate, camo to
Washington to tender n division of
Filipino troops for wnr service.
"Every province, every district, every
municipality," he said, "recorded its
desire to nld in nil posslblo ways tho
preparations to take a real part In the
war." Among tho first to offer their
scrvlco wero members of tho Filipino
Veterans Association, men who had
served under tho Filipino flag and
had fought In the revolts against the
United States Government. The
whole National Guard of tbc Island,
numbering about 25,000 men, volun-

teered for Fodornl service, and many
of the tribesmen who had served in
tho scout or constabulary organlrn-tlon- s

clamored for a chance to tako
on active part in the war. There was
no official public statetrient of how
large a force was taken from the
Philippines, hut the ection of tho city
of Manila shows that tbc Islands had
an opportunity to prove the sincerity
of their offer.

Not the Filipinos alone have shown
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their loyalty to this Government.
Porto Blco hns provided almost 13,-00- 0

men and many officers, besides
subscribing liberally to the Bed Cross
and $3,000,000 to tho Liberty Loan
bonds. Hawaii wns called upon to
supply 2,403 men for the nrmy of
guards and responded nt onco with
5,000 volunteers. The Islands' allot-
ment for the Liberty Lonns wns

They subscribed $8,500,000.
In nddltlon to theso contributions, nil
the Islands owing ntleglunce to the
United Stntes have given men to tho
navy, in which they are making ad-

mirable records.
It Is a magnificent testimonial to

the system of government which tho
United Stntes hns exercised lu her
dependencies that there hns not been
In any of them a single dlscordnnt
note during the war. Instead there
has been the highest senso of sup-
port nnd loyalty. This Is the more
gratifying because we were solemnly
warned, by no commentators more
solemnly than by those of Germnn
extraction, thnt wo could never learn
to govern colonies, nnd thnt our am-

bition to win the hearts nnd cultivate
the minds of our wards, Instead of
merely exploiting their lands and
labor, was destined to costly ami
humiliating dlsnppolntment.

Courtesy In the Public Service.
In the circular letter of Instruction

sent lo the employees under his Juris-
diction by A. II. Smith, the regional
director of ritllroAds, the men are

that the abolition of competi-

tion docs not relieve them from the
obligation to be courteous, nntl they
are further Instructed thnt:

"Perhaps in part this condition of
Inattentlvenesa to passengers and oth-

ers also Is due to a mistaken feeling
that ths Government is In a sense par-

amount to the public, especially In time
of war, and hence that there ts no oc-

casion for solicitude as to the public
attitude."

This warning hns not come too soon,
though the conditions which hnve
called it forth dp not exist ou all rail-road-

It Is an Instructive fact
that on the llne.s whoe managers,

hlle they were In private control,
Insisted on politeness from employees
as part of their service to the public,
the tradition of good m.inners still
Iier-lst-s and Influences the employees
lu their attitude townrd travellers.
But on roads on which manners were
bad before the Government look them
over there hns been n noticeable ten-

dency toward even less considerate
behavior than hns been customary on
the part of their workers. Mr. Smith
reminds tho men that Director-Genera- l

McAooo wnnts to mnlntnln not
only nn mlequntc service, hut n com-

fortable service, nnd :

"An essential part of adequate and
comfortable service Is considerate and
courteous treatment, the saving of every
individual from unnecessary hardship
and discourtesy."

It is unfortunately a fact that many
Government employees tlo not display
ordinary politeness In their dealings
with the public. Their bureaucratic
brusqueness is notorious. Trainmen
nnd ticket sellers should avoid it; and
If Postmaster-Genera- l Bckleson Is
wise he will act nt once to prevent Its
Introduction nmong tho telephone and
telegraph operators who hnve come
under his charge.

The new City Hnll cupola, having
refused to aid In the celebration of
both Fourth of July and Bastlle Day,
has been Induced to shed tho upper
half of Its scaffolding hn honor of this
anniversary of the day on which Eng-
land taught Germany a lesson in the
sacredness of treaties.

A careful study of recent writings by
German military experts reveals these
lllumlnntlng details of Prussian strat-
egy: Tho Kaiser's soldiers retreated
In order to improve their lines; they
were forced to retreat because traitor-
ous German prisoners had Informed
General Foch of the Crown Prince's
plans; they are not retreating; they
are retreating because their advance
proved the Allies could bo driven back;
they abandoned tho Marne becauso It
Is nothing but a river, after all, with
as much territory on one side as on the
other; they withdrew across tho Marne
because they discovered that there
were no Americans on its banks; they
retired because tho Americans did not
know when they wero licked; they
fell back because nn advance Is a mere
"geographical conception"; Paris Is
whero it can be tnken nt will, and
they don't want Paris.

The Hon. J. Hampton Mooiie, Repre-
sentative in tho Congress from Phil-
adelphia, will have his Joke no matter
how serious the matter concerned. His
proposal to the Ways and Means Com-
mittee to write Into the new revenue
bill a tax of J3 a bale 'on cotton easily
lands him at the bend of the class of
Congressional humorists.

THE QUISTCONCK.

A Phllologer Holds the Name Appro-
priate for a Hun Ship.

To Tin Editor or Tin Sun Sir: It
Is well to call ships by names which
smack of the soil of America, and many
Indian names are euphonious and ap-
propriate for ship names, and it may
be interesting for ths ship's company
to know that the etymological signifi-
cance of their ship's name Is the habi-
tation of the animal "which your
prophet the Nazarlte drova the devil
into," but "Qulstconck," meaning "the
place for hogs," would seem to be a
name better suited for a ship of the
enemy. Williah S. Whitehead.

New York, August 3.

The BendesTims.
A small pink soldier bltthtly cam
To get Into the mighty gam
And leave his mark upon .ths saras.

Ha came from happy Nowhere Lanfl,
A country from whose magic strand
All mortal HI Is aver banned.

Ah, what a eontrait met! fcU (jtm.
Hare battle, grief and sacrtnea
And pain; and death before him Ilea.

Unhealing of our world of atrlfa.
Unheeding of the sorrow rift,
lie ktpt bis rendezvous with Ufa'.

McUixDsvian Wilsox,

A DERELICT.

A man of many years, and old for
his years; a little above the average
site, and shoulders broad but rounded,
bent. Ills clothes, evidently the cast
off garments of a man still larger, too
big for him and very old and shabby;
mite tied around tho bottoms of tho
tronser legs to keep them from drag- - I

ging on the ground. Flannel shirt,
old hat. His earthly possessions,
whatever they might be, In a small
bundlo wrapped in a newspaper and
curried under his nrm.

He walked slowly; so slowly he
scarcely more than kept moving; he
mnde no exertion. Clearly he did no
work; and ns the passersby looked at
him they wondered how he lived, how
and whero ho got his food, and where
he slept nt night.

And yet ho was not forlorn. Rather
he was tranquil, qulto tranquil, as he
barely moved along, holding In his
teeth a corncob pipe, whllo stuck in
tho lapel of his coat was n tiny me-

tallic American flag; this flag, worn
and rusty, like his clothes, but still
showing Its colors.

He was not a tramp. He was too
old for that. He locked the latent en-
terprise and vigor that the trnmp at
times may need. He was a derelict.
But his presence In this lovely park
showed him to be not insensible to
the charms of nature; that corncob
pipe revealed clearly enough that he
was not dulled to other enjoyment,
nnd the battered little flag he wore
betokened that there was still alive
within him the spark of patriotism.

A derelict, but one not perhaps
wholly bpyond hope of salving.

DR. HALE'S MAN WITHOUT
A COUNTRY.

The Purpose and Effect of an Immor-
tal Short Story.

Prnrnor hdtcln II'. Rouen of Randolph-Nato- n

Colleae in South Atlantic Quarttrlv,
It Is mnnlfpst. then, thnt Dr. Hale

u3 recognized as a writer In request
when the civil war broke out. The war,
however, eerved to enhance his reputa-
tion as a writer, for It was during those
dark days that he wrote and published
In the Atlanttt Monthlu "The Man With-ou- t

a Country," generally conceded his
flnpst nnd most popular short story.

If, as some critics have pointed out,
"My Double and How He Undid Me"
asserts the rights of the Individual, as-

suredly "The Mnn Without a Country"
ets forth the clnlms of society as the

paramount necessity. The underlying
basts of tills lattif story hnd been used
before by Its author In "The Children
cf the Public," which exhibits a more
definite treatment of this same thesis.
Hut that story did not make the uni-
versal appeal Dr. Hale desired. So he
studied out another plot for a story
and the time of the appearance of this
story conspired to make It an Immediate
and phenomenal success.

For "The Man Without a Country"
had Its inception in the days of the
civil war and was designed to teach the
Imperative demand of society that a
man should have a country and all that
the notion of patriotism lrrrperts. The
effect of "The Man Wltlwnt a Countr"
upon the North, nt the time of It first
publication when recruits were coming
forward and rallying to the colors quite
slowly, was thrilling ; for the story elec-

trified the young men of the land and
sent them by the thousands Into the
army to the defence of their country.

Men did not stop to Inquire about the
assumed facts of the story, nor did they
understand the motive thnt called the
story Into being, but accepted the story
at Its face value, believing It to be a
true narrative of Mtory. The author's
motlvo In writing this marvellous story,
as he Informed the public yenrs after,
was to make his own "contribution,
however humble, townrd the formation
of a Just nnd true national sentiment, a
sentiment of love to the nation."

The public, to he sure, did not recog-
nize at tho time that the story was an
extravaganza presented In a most simple
and realistic manner, and written with
a most practical aim In view. As has
been remarked, the story does not set
forth the true history of Its hero, Philip
Nolan, who had gono to Texas and really
been shot by the Spaniards. With the
matter of the veracity of the narrative
tho public was, apparently, not con-

cerned ; it was concerned with tho Im-

pression produced, which was not of fic-

tion, but of actual fact
"Tho Man Without a Country" was

forged In the nre of the civil war, and
Its appeal was instant and universal.
Tt Is an excellent piece of fiction and
deservedly ranks as one of the best of
our American short stories. Dr. Halo

rtilmself was of course very much grati
fied at the cordial reception of the story
as mere literature, for It served to place
him among our foremost short story
writers. Ho afterward Included It tn
his volume of stories to which ho gave
the odd title "If, Yes and Perhaps."

RENTS IN NEW YORK.

Are the Increases Ordered b tho
Landlord Justified I

To the Editor or The Sun Sir; Is
It not time for tho Government to take
some hand In the control of the situa-
tion arising from tho deliberate ab-

normal Increases that have been Im-

posed upon those who rent apartments
In this city?

Ia many cases the increase Is 50 per
ccrrt. All sorts of excuses are given,
such ns tho prices of operation, coal,
4c, but tho fact remains that while
there was a shortage of fuel last win-

ter, which by the way tho tenants were
made to suffer from without any com-

pensation by the landlords tn the de-

ductions of rents, this can be obtained
at fairly reasonable figures at present.

The cost of operating the apartment
houses has been considerably reduced
by the discharge of a number of em-

ployees. It Is asserted that their places
cannot be filled owing to the draft, but
whether this be true the fact remains
that In the larger apartments doormen
have been dispensed with, elevator boys
reduced In number, Ac, all of which
must mean, even If some Increases of
wages be paid to those who remain, a
considerable saving to the owneis.

Similarly storage warehouses, furni-
ture movers, Ac, have taken advantage
of the situation by increasing, and In
some cases trebling, their charges.

In Great Britain a law was passed
In 1914 prohibiting any landlord ask-
ing an Increased rent over that which
was paid prior to August, 1914, for
either houses or flats. Should not a
similar course be adopted hero Imme-
diately so as to avoid the suffering, In-

convenience, &c, that many will have
to bear about October 1? IT. a, A.

New York, August 3.

Detail Overlooked.
Knlcker What do you think of th nw

subway?
Docker Nearly perfect; It only lacks

barbed wire entanglements.

THE BETTER SPEECH CLUB.

Some of the Everyday Outrages Upoa
tho Language.

To nt i Editor or Tub Sun Sir; Whei
are tho Puro Speech League of London
and the Cleaner Speech League of Chi-
cago? Alas, echo answers, Where? Al-

though tho lives of most of the asso-
ciations formed In the vast for the Im-

provement of speech have been short,
let us hopo that the recently founded
Hotter Speech Club will have a long
lease of life, for avery effort made that
.lends us away from the III kempt,
sloppy and tatterdemalion unlovellness
of workaday English Is deserving of
hearty support.

Some of u mouth our sentences as
curs mouth their bones. Such expres-slon- n

as "He done It," "I seen It,"
"Them things," "You was," are heard
on every side, "Drank" and "drunk"
are constantly misused. "Like" Is a
frequent substitute for "as if," and "feet
bndly" Is used, apparently with metlcu.
lous care, when "feel bad" Is better
English. Why do some of us use the Scots
law term "proven" when one Invaria-
bly means to convey the sense of the
English word -- proved"? Why employ
such a form as "goes on to sny" when
"says" Is Just as good If not Infinitely
better? Why say "Mr. Brown went on
to say" when one means "Mr. Brown
continued"? Why In tho world prefer
to talk of "fight'n" " and "shoot'n " or
of "flshV " nnd "hunt'n " when by
carefully enunciating the final syllable
of these words one can overcome one
of the worse phases of slovenliness In
speech? The man who trims his words
by imperfect utterances and clips their
final syllables thereby tacitly admits
his preference for the vulgar tongue.

We have evidence on every side that
there Is room for Improvement In the
present day usage of English speech,
not merely by citizens of alien birth, but
by men and women of American and
British birth and breeding. We are
notoriously neglectful of our speech and
So much wc acorn the crowd that If the

throng
Hy chance go right we purpostly go

wrong.
Good English Is learned easily and

rapidly by hearing It tpoken and by read-
ing tt. To be good It does not always have
to conform to the rules codified by the
grammarians, and It Is not Imperatively
necessary that It should do so. One
who Is a master of language pays little
attention to these rules. Such a one
was Wllllarr. Shakespeare. To him we
owe much that Is good in English and
little that Is bad. Notwithstanding the
latter fault, he had tho happy knack
of writing In such a way that he was
commonly understood. Ono example of
his freedom from grammatical restraint
Is preserved to us In the following words
which he placed In the mouth of a Duke.
They are tnken from "As You Like It,''
act III., scene 1 The Forest of Arden:
Here feel we but the penalty of Adam,
The seasons' difference; aa the Icy fang
And ehurllah chiding of the winter's

wind,
Which, when It biles and blows upon

my body, '
Even till I shrink with cold, I smile,

and sav.
This Is no flattery ; these are counsellors
That feelingly persuade me what 1 am.

If the reader of these lines be a gram-
marian, let him make them conform
to the rules of his grammar without re-

sorting to explanations that this or that
Is wanting, or tlint that was meant, if
he can. No matter how sternly one
may represi the misuse of English, it
lr Impossible lo correct all the errors
that are sanctioned by the exceptions
that prove the grammarian's rule, and
that are established by usage, because
these are now so firmly fixed that they
have become accepted Idioms. To

an accurate knowledge of these
It Is necessary to maintain a continu-
ous right hand friendship with a desk
dictionary, the practical value of which
is Immeasurable.

A casual or an Intimate knowledge of
the science of grammar Is not Indis
pensable to any one who would speak
English correctly. It Is desirable, of
course, because through this knowledge
bne Is able to dissect speech and to ex-

plain the relations of words to one an-

other, but It Is not a sine qua non.
Children, who never give a thought to
grammar before they speak, often speak
excellent English, That there are some
who will ill use their mother tongue
goes without saying. Evil communica-
tions still corrupt good grammar In tho
home or on the street, and they will
continue to do so, notwithstanding all
the steps that may be taken to prevent
them from so doing.

By associating with persons who
speak correctly one learns almost Im-

perceptibly to do the same thing. By
reading the best books, the master-
pieces of our tongue, one familiarizes
oneself with the forms that are accepted
as standards.

Much modern English that Is strictly
grammatical Is starched English, so
stiff that It has lost Us Inherent qual-

ity, that plasticity which makes our
language ono of the easiest Into which
to mould thought. But stiffness ts not
the only fault. There Is. In addition to
this, a tendency to give to words values
that they do not command. To what
Influences aro we to trace tho viola-

tions done to word values nowadays? Is
It due to the contempt for classic learn-
ing that has manifested Itself In some
parts of the United States during the
last twenty years? Or Is It because the
world of letters has been overrun by
hordes born to uso tho shovel rather
than the pen, who, In the words of
Tope, forget, when they knock, that
"there's nobody at home."

Improvement of speech If it Is to bo
effective must, like charity, begin In
th homo; for tho home, not the news-
paper or the book, not the school or
college, Is the true source of good Eng-

lish, The others are the home's valued
aids In attaining perfect diction. Just
as It is In tho home that speech pollu-

tion begins, it ts there that It must be
checked, Frank H. Vizetilit.

New Yore, August 3.

Collector Loeb'i Term of Office.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir: In
my article In The Sun of August 1,

attempting to draw a living portrait
of the Hon, Daniel Magone, I have
committed a political anachronism that
Is quite unpardonable in a chronicler
but a rather venial sin for a portrait
painter, Mr, William Loeb, Jr., ap-

pears In It to have owed his appointment
as Collector of Customs to President
Roosevelt, which Is, tn spit of his well
known and valuable service to that
virile American aa private secretary,
qulto aside from the fact.

Mr. Loib'a appointment cam from
President Tnft, and hi term of office
expired concurrently with that of Mr.
Taft as President.

The Sun will do mo the favor to
make this public correction as early ns
possible. It will save much Ink nnd
possibly soma valuable space.

FJNDI.AT 8ACKSTT.
New York, August 3.

"RELIGION'S BUSINESS IN THIS EPOCH
IS TO WIN THE WAR!"

I'ay More Attention to nerolsaj- - and Less to Spirituality, SaM
a Unitarian Weekly.

rnm l CArtafton

What is wrong with many of our
contemporaries of tho relig-

ious press? Why do they not mightily
declare their pmslon to win the war?
We cannot escape the Impression that
they have not quite satisfied them-
selves about Its "spiritual" Integrity.
They certainly do not make Its right-
eousness burn in their editorials and
news. They do not set out tho Issue
forthright and downright. If they aro
not slackers they aro shrlnkera. They
simply cannot stand up to the ordeal
with their sons and brothers "over
there." It Is too terrible. What a
pity! The best they can make of It Is
that It Is tho world's sorry way of set-
tling great issues. Their timorous ap-

proach to thi chronicle of battle, their
temporizing with those who may fairly
be called pacifists, their omission from
their columns of the grim but glorious
facts that aro being achieved for their
security, amaze us and distress us.
They are falling Inglorlously in their
duty.

Featuring Y. M. C. A. huts and
printing tho portraits of denomina-
tional representatives among army
nnd navy chaplains, fellow editors,
doesn't touch tho henrt of this war
nnd our duty in it. Not at all. Tho
eoldler is winning this victory first, not
tho man of the Hed Triangle, nor yet
ho of the Holy Cross. The Hjthting
man's Is the honor and the glory of
the spiritual magnificence. Alt that
our ministries to him can accomplish

and it Is no little thing Is to praise
his nobleness, comfort, hearten, and
cheer him. Ono gets tho impression
from the plottstlc fulsomeness of sun-
dry church papers that tho chief op-

portunity of this war Is to glorify re-

ligion, to tell the men about God, about
Immortality, about the spiritual cre-
dentials that must Inhere in their
character and conduct, not aa means
to victory, but as apologetics for the
faith.

Religion's business In this epoch Is
to win the war. The assumption seems
to be made that the religious forces
have their separate rights and func-
tions. We noed a constant, heroic
word for tho war from both Mr. Ray-
mond B. Fosdlck and Mr. John R.
Mott. They are reported as being
interested in getting clean recreations,
decent moral conditions and high re-

ligious Influences for the men. Oc-

casionally, as In the article by Mr.
Mott in tills Issue, the proper theme Is
dominant, but it Is exceptional. '

The only reason we give our millions
to the auxiliary agencies in this war
is that they shall really be auxiliaries
nnd speed the complete victory. Wo
denounce n new variety of religious
Institution whose glory Is in Itself.
What we demand more and more Is"

that our spiritual forces truly show
"force, force without stint or limit,"
the spiritual urge that is the deter-
mining power In any human engage-
ment. It Is the only ralson d'etre of

PAYING FOR THE WAR.

All Hands Will Contribute to a Great
and Righteous Cause.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir: E.

T. Bedford, chairman of the Corn Prod-

ucts Refining Company, expresses the
opinion that the cost of the war should
be borne entirely by the present genera-

tion and should be levied by direct taxa-

tion, leaving future generations exempt

nnd free of all debit financial Inherit-

ance emanating from the war. Ho

that now Is preeminently tho
I tlmo to pay for our share In the war,

whllo the entire people aro reu noi wiui
nn.- - nnd revenue for the crimes and
outrageous1 Insults of the Hohenzollerns
nnd Germans.

His psychology on tho latter point
la hovond criticism, but many will dla- -

agreo with Mr. Bedford In confining tho
financial burden of the war to tnose
now living, who are also obliged to
bear other and more crushing losses.
As future generations have received a
legacy of unstained and genuine democ-
racy, they should be required to bear
some of tho cost of the saving and

for them of this noble her-

itage of freemen. Moreover, a mod-

erate Impost would unquestionably bo
tnr thrtr snlrltual good. Too much pros- -

perlty is not desirable, as It dually
leads to Impious and insolent, material-
ism. Everybody knows the well known
lines upon the conduct of the devil when
he was sick and when he got well.

Nr.w York, August 3. T. E. W.

POTATO SEED.

A Reformed Proofreader Turned
Farmerette Produces It.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir: On
reading a letter In The Sun entitled
"Potato Seed." sub heading, "A Call
for a Reward of J 1,000 Said to Have
Been Offered Last Year," I want to
Kt.it thnt l have In mv possession
three seed balls which I picked from
my potato plants y. Tne plants
wero loaded with blossoms, nnd the pods
aro from one plant.

When In business I was a proof-
reader, and as I have developed Into a
veryi successful farmerette, and dis-

covered such a rare thing. I would like
very much to get In touch with the
author of the award and "call his
bluff," as I havo tho real thing and
not a promise of tho seed ball.

K. R. I.
ROCHELLB PARK, AUgUSt 3.

A Gentle Indiana, Hint.
Advtrtiitment In Aurora Bullttln.

Will party who borrowed eur wagon
without our knowledge please return aam
as wa are needing it?

Tne Eiklt & DtMEL CouriM.

"England's l)y" And Our.
Does any one ask. In doubt, or loving fear,

What day la "Kngland'a day" that
shall command

A festival In her high honor planned?
Oo, say that every day in all the year
la henceforth hera and oura to hold It

dear!
Oreat motherland of this our mother-

land,
They do not need to pledge, to glva the

hand,
Whose alma are one, whose kinship ts ao

nearl

Tet, It one day of all wer made our
choice,

Let It b that which saw, at Runny
mede.

A grim king fix hla aeal upm a acrnll
That changed a world gave the full civic

right the judgment by one's peer
to plead

Gave thee and thine, O England,
Ksw Soul!

EeiTU M, TnouM.

RtaUttr, Bittern, Jfui.
our churches' part In tho crisis. i tnot, thereforo, a subtle nnd smug andpernicious conceit which our riiK0J,press is nurturing In its constituency?
Is It not the old sacrosanct wickedness
that religion Is Its own end? v0
wonder how tho fathers and mothfn
feel about it who aro offering upon
tho altar of holy liberty their oftsprln-the- ir

faces fresh with morning Ugh'
their hearts as strong as steel.

This worse than Impotent buslneM
must stop. Our leaders mut

the war and their passion t,
help win tho war, and not atxiiit eun
Jesus Christ In such wise ns to divert
them from tho duty which Is summedup In His own words, "Tho truth shall
make you free." Make Him the Cap.
tain, not the pietist.

In too many cues which come un-

der our view, M wo read the allog
religious papers, the policy of religion,
lata Is to laud their own work. We
have listened to speech after speech
by religious leaders, as ue
have read thousands of editorials ami
articles hi the church papers, and only
once In a hundred times does cither
speaker or wrrlter go to the centre and
squl of tho business and utter a ring-
ing challenge to win tho war for God
and Christ and mankind. They skirt
around tho edge of tho principal en-

terprise, urging with fervor nnd trem-
ulous emphasis the well being of tln
souls of the soldiers, nnd appealing
to tho sentiment of affectionate re-

ligionists Instead of championing the
heroism of great hearted soldiers, it
is all wrong, shamefully wrong. In
our portion of this world every shred
of our fibre Is dedicated to make the
wholo world the very Kingdom of God

and His righteousness by means of

this war.
Wo aro done with tho Implicit and

meanly adroit apologies In the relig-

ious press about our part in the war.
Tho CJtrtffton Rcoiitrr for one ha
pressed and will continue to press the
war with all Its heart and soul, with
all Its might and power. It believes
Its constituency loves liberty (vouch-

safed of God as a birthright) Infinite-
ly more than It shrinks from offerln?
the body to be slain, Infinitely more
than It fears death. The overwhelm-
ing opinion of mankind is that ths
war Is tho only way. We believe It

is God's Judgment. We waited with
tho patience and perseverance of the
saints for another and a better way.
By the guidance and power of the
Eternal God, the Almighty Captain
of tho hosts of universal brotherhood,
may we flinch not and yield not. We
know one thing. We say one thing.
We suffer nothing that secretly d-

iverts or piously veneers it. There is
nothing to our hand and soul now
and for months to come but the con-

quest of a race lusting to wrest our
freedom from us. Hear this, ye ed-

itors, and gird up the loins of your

mind!

THE GREAT LYNCHING.

Will President Wllion Attack the

Vote Lynchers of the South?
To the Editor or The Sun Sir.' Since

the President has condemned the lynch-

ing of persons, mob actio as agalmt
the life of American citizens, why not
go further and as strongly condemn the
lynching, so long perpetrated by the
South In the saddle democracy, of th

constitutional liberty of the politically
mob ruled In ttw disfranchised snd
repressed South?

Mob methods of domination of
government by a political

oligarchy, breed and Inspire and em-

bolden mob violence against persons;
whllo real democracy, a voice In

ballot rights, aro the only
safe guarantees of the citizen from ths
lawlessness and violence of the man
hunting mob.

The vote lynching mob Is prodtirth
of the man lynching mob. One Is as
contemptible ns tho other. Around tt"
ballot hinges and centres everythfox
that Is sacred to human right? la
America, The ballot Is the voice In

our American democracy.
The ballot Is essential in the self tion

of those who make nnd who execute
our laws. Dental of voice In gnvern
ment, the repression methods of t' i
political oligarchy In the South, is the
very root of the lynching pas'lme In

tho South. Lynchers of the llbe-- lr

guarantees of the American Constitu-
tion aro equally as adept and pr;ictlel
In lynching persons. In no other t --

tlon of the United States except th..'
section dominated by the Southern o:

gnrchy do we find this lynching f tlot rights euid this continued ly-'- -h 't;
of persons. Tho South In the eaIi!
democracy ts both a brutal pi .!.:
autocracy and mobocracy Is the reason
why.

A vigorous repudiation by the rrt '
tho country of this system of
repression and of this mob miner
government In the Southern S'at" ,s

what, to be effective of beneftcta! re-

sults. Is needed. Voice In govern'i.t'
and that only, Is what will tn' ''

repressed South to save Itself l' -- t

lyncher.
Colored Americans will rei

prior to the 1912 Presldentin: t'a delegation beaded by lJKhnp v. -

was told by th Democratic tai ' '
for President that in the even' i ' h'

election ho would treat all A-

citizens alike, Ac. No sooner ' .1 "
new Administration taken hold I" v v
Ington than tho policy of srgn- 'S
Government employees was adi'i'"'

Disfranchised Americans wait
In government and they agr-- "'

those who repress voice In goM-'i""-

at home, who lynch the Atner. an
stltutlon and American cltirenj, -

the case with the South in th sal"'
Democratic party, aro not to be . " '

"as tho champion of liberty c t "

ourselves or for the world." 'P - '
us at all Informed know thi ,u

Southern Democracy is not a i' ."'
spokesman for democracy H"i
home or abroad. To be conslf--- ' "'
make the world safe for denmorj - ' "

hour has struck to clean Iv '
home and the occasion to bep '
house cleaning Is In tlio coming
gresilonal election of 191S.

Joseph C. Mans"i
New York, August 3.

Will Chewing Oum Re .Spar,
To the Editor or The Sun""- - '

you think the restrictions on t'
of sugar for making candy w."
chewing gum? It Is to b Impel "
it will not, as It might Interf'-- " '

th efficiency of our cunductorc'es.
New York, August 3. Qlipm


